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The Possibility of Musical Representation with Visual Elements

Shigenobu Nakamura
Kyushu University, Faculty of Design

Through my experience with 'Music Theater' in the mid of 1970's, | developed a great interest in music accompanied by
visual elements. This music was thought to be in a genre that could break down the rigid confines of ‘Contemporary Music'.
Moreover, these visual elements altered musical construction and brought new possibilities to musical expression.

Through the practice of 'Music Theater', however, the limitations on the actions of a performance as visua elements
became an important issue. In order to solve this problem, | utilized the interactive systems of computers. This could
instill performances with more expressive power from a visua element perspective. In my opinion, nothing compares to
digital video imagesin terms of visual expression, so | began to compose works that allowed interactive systems to cover not
only music but also digital video images. These kinds of works could be labeled "Music-based Media Art".

Since then, works labeled "Audio-Visua Poems*, which maintain the compact relationship between digital video images
and music have been created. The visual elements affect the audio elements, so that it's possible to predict the next sound in
atonal music even though with atonal music it is very difficult to do so. This technique also makes it possible for audiences
to actively follow changes of sound.
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