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Influence of varying music tempos on musical perception and preference.
KURASHIMA Ken, KANACHI Michihiko, HATAYAMA Toshiteru

Subijects listened to a musical piece with different conditions of tempos. They rated musical
impression and preference every condition. We analyzed the data by factor analysis: we
extracted three factors named as “Brightness”, “Speed”, and “Relaxation”. These factors were
extracted from all tempo conditions. The most favorite tempos were 160bpm and 180bpm. In
these tempos, the three factors of “Brightness”, “Relaxation”, and “Speed” were plotted in
decreasing order of the averages of rated scores. We suggested that the order of these
factors would play an important role in producing feelings of favorite tempos.
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