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Development of a Research Tool for Japanese Folk Songs based on
Distance between Textual Tone Rows

Chika NODA! Toshiaki MATSUSHIMA! Kuniharu TSUBOI2 and Atsumi KANESHIRO3
ITOHO University  2Chiba Polytechnic College  30Okinawa Prefectural University of Arts

abstract
In order to analyze the similarity among Japanese folk songs, it is effective to compare textual
tone rows which are extracted from a melody line. We have proposed a comparison method
of folk songs based on various distances, such as the Levenshtein distance, between textual
tone rows and their graphical display by multidimensional scaling. To measure the
distances and evaluate the results more easily, we have newly developed a comparison tool for

the textual tone rows with the improvement of user interface and some new functions added.
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