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A supporting system for music composition by using
relations between a composer’s evaluations and musical features

Joichi Ito T Naoki Ito ¥ and Kazushi Nishimoto |

t Japan Advanced Institute of Science and Technology

Many cheap and easy-to-use tools for music compositon allow people to enjoy music composition.
Generally, a piece of music is composed based on some theme. However, it is actually difficult
for a novice composer to create phrases that meet the theme as well as his/her taste and he/she
often reaches a deadlock. In this paper, we propose a supporting system for music composition,
named “mu-cept,” which helps break out the deadlock. mu-cept analyzes relations between a user’s
ambiguous subjective evaluations and musical features of each phrase by a multiple regression
analysis, finds some musical features that would lead to more desirable phrases, and shows some
hints based on the analysis results to the user. This paper illustrates the set up of mu-cept and
results of experiments with subjects and discusses efficiencies of mu-cept.
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