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Data-base system for cultural heritage in Japan
Taisaku Itoh
Nara National Cul tural PRoperties
Research Institute

It has be long since the demand was raised for a data-base for historical
monuments, sites, building and natural monuments, and nation wide net work of
computer data retrieval system,

We have not started the actual built-up of such asystem untill now
because of the great expence estimated and vast quantity and diversity of data
involved,

The construction of the system is wurgently needed to support the
researchers and scholers as well as policy makers for the cultural property
protection for there are more than 3 hundred thousand histrical sites in this
country, and more than 2 thousand excavation reports are published within a
year. But the task is too much for any one institute of the goverment to carry
out. .
THe only practical way is for each village, town, city and prefecture to
compile its own data in a sub-data-base by puting them into one.

And we need a standardized data file.

The aim of this project is to prepare the standardized data-sheet by
providing a forum in which all those who are concerned with such a data-base
system to exchange their view,
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