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A prototype system was developed during a three-year project, granted by the Japanese
Ministry of Education. We started this project in 1987, primarily to assist teachers of
Japanese in preparing their own teaching materials. To this end, we developed databases
and some software applications. Through our experience of formulating and assessing

the system's capabilities, we have acquired a deeper understanding of what features
systems used in language education require. In this paper, we will describe how we designed
the databases and functions to address these requirements, and how we attemped to make

the system both practical and easy to use.
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