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A Database of the Japanese Language
Combining Data on Sino-Japanese Characters
with Examples of Usage

fHidenori Saito
The National Language Research Institute

Electronic materials on the contemporary Japanese language have come to play an
integral part in language research and teaching. There are a great many problems

that need to be overcome, however, such as how to provide for expansionof char-

acter sets and functionality in a multilingual environment. There is also much
work yet to be done on establishing standards for charactersand their codes, and
inproviding supplementary data. This article presents an outline of a Japanese
language database drawn from a National Language Research Institute study which
examined usage of Sino-Japanese characters (XKanji) in three major newspapers
(Asahi, Mainichi and Yomiuri) in the vear 1966. The database combines the results
of the analyses undertaken in this study with data drawn from Kanji dictionaries
,as well as official standards for Kanji usage.
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