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Analysis of Laugh Expressions in Lyrics of “Enka’

Toru Nakamura, Kenji Koyama, Shuichi Nishio
NTT Communication Science Laboratories

This paper reports an analysis of laughs expressed in lyrics of Japanese popular songs.
Expressions describing laugh were extracted from lyrics of 1423 songs. Each song was
classified as either “Enka’ (a popular song with a traditional Japanese melody) or not.
Differences in these two categories were investigated in various aspects. Each laugh
expression was evaluated by the ratio of three fundamental components: laugh of
pleasantness, unpleasantness and sociability. Furthermore, other attributes of laugh
expressions, such as the human relations, the feeling of the person laughing, and the tense
were also examined.
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