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Analysis of Laugh Expressions in
Newspaper Articles

Shuichi NISHIO, Kenji KOYAMA and Toru NAKAMURA
NTT Communication Science Laboratories

Laugh is said to be an emotional expression unique to mankind, and an essential factor in
facilitating smooth communication. In this report, laugh expressed in newspaper articles are
investigated. Expressions describing laugh were extracted from newspaper articles over a period
of one year. Fach expression was classified into three categories of laugh: laugh of pleasant-
ness, unpleasantness and sociability. As a result, each laugh existed in the ratio of 5:1:4. Also,
differences in expressions of laugh, pages written, and regions published were examined. For ex-
ample, articles in Osaka region turned out to contain more laugh of pleasantness, and less laugh

of sociability than in those of nation-wide.
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