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A Role Analysis of Time Expressions in Narratives

~ Sanae Fujital Mitsunori Matsushita’
1 Nara Institute of Science and Technology
$NTT Communication Science Laboratories

Abstract: In this paper, we analyze the role, relation to context and appearance tendencies of
temporal expressions written in a narrative story. For the analyses, we classified time expres-
sions into two viewpoints: a time scale and the form of expression. The reason we focused on
time expressions is that these expressions have a strong influence on the structure of a story:
these expréssions not only indicate the stream of time in a story but also make the readers be
» fascinated in a story by creating tempo. As a result of the analyses, we found the boundary
within a time s;ale that can be used to discriminate between the concrete part and abstract part
of a story. Furthermore, we found an appropriate way to handle time expressions depending on
the situation. According to our results, time expressions are useful clues for judging changes in

scene and viewpoint.
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