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Status Quo and Future Directions of the

Cultural Property Information System
On the Development of Two Databases

Motoko MIYAZAKI

Nara National Museum

This article reviews the circumstances under which the current two databases—the Nara National
Museum’s collections management system and a high-resolution digital image system of National
Treasures of the National Museums—was implemented, reviews its current status, and details the contents
of its database.

It then goes on to overview and discuss the development of the Cultural Property Information System
concept envisioned by the Agency for Cultural Affairs—which lay behind the actualization of the Nara

National Museum and other national museum systems—and speculates about its potential for future.
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