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A research of French usage, based on Probabilistic L anguage M odel
O About the use of imper sonal subject pronoun, "on" and " 1'on"

"Hiroyuki AKAMA, "Masakatsu SHIMIZU, "~ Yumiko SHIMIZU

Abstract: This research aims at examining the uses of "on" and "lI'on" which are semanticaly equivalent as French
impersona subject pronoun. The great grammarian of the 17th century, Claude Favre de Vaugelas, proposed some "euphonic
rules’ about the discrimination between them. We extracted from Le Monde, overall instances of "on" and "l'on" with the
preceding and following words, to simulate by the algorithm called C5.0 the hidden rules governing the discrimination
process. The result generated by this computation showed the profound influence of Vaugelas upon the writers of this

newspaper.
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