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Abstract:

limited numbers of primitive postures or motions. Number of postures or movements may vary according

Characteristic motions of highly stylized Japanese traditional dance are usually composed of

to the type of the dance, but the preceding research revealed that almost a thousand of primitive motions
have been used in Japanese traditional dance. Here, we deal with the type of basic motion called Okuri,
which is one of the styles of primitive motion of feet and thought to be the most essential one and difficult
to master. We tried to extract some of the features from these primitive motions by analyzing the motion-
captured data. In this research, among the Okuri motions we select 14 motions which are categorized as
“descriptive motion” for the subjects of the analysis. These 14 motions share a common feature that the
rhythm of the step motion is same and the step motions are accompanied by a hand posture indicating
something or somewhere. Then we focus on the movements of ankles, breast, shoulders as well as hands, and
make quantitative analysis on the relationship between these movements. Eventually, we show that these
movements and relationship form the essence of the primitive motion Okuri.
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