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Development of national kanji database for ubiquitous computing
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Abstract A comprehensive and Standardized database of kanji characters is critical to ubiquitous computing in
Japan. A project team of three ingtitute and associations, the National Ingtitute for Japanese Language, Information
Processing Society of Japan, and the Japanese Standards Association, is developing a character information database
under contract with the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. The database unifies the variations in the forms of
kanji characters as well as includes linguistic information of the characters and the data from Daikanwa (

) kanji dictionary. Furthermore, the Nationd Institute for Japanese Language has conducted a study on language
policies regarding kanji characters in a framework called "kanji environment studies' in order to identify the
opinions and the demands of language usersin Japan.

Key words ubiquitous computing, character information database, character glyph, standardization of character
information, kanji environment studies
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