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The Keyhole-shaped ancient tomb mounds are very important monuments symbolizing a special
Japanese ancient period. This paper presents a consideration on estimation of the original plan of the
ancient tomb mound based on measurement of its dimensions. Dimensions to be measured in the contour
map of the tomb mound include radius of the round-back, length of the mound, width of the neck-like
part and width of the square-front. Discussion has been made on dating the tomb mounds by using such
four dimensions. This paper presents a tentative draft for a typological chart, by which typological or
chronological grouping of a given tomb mound would be carried out Discussion has also been made on

whether or not the typological chart acts well as a quantitative measure in chronological or typological
studies.
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