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Structured Kaniji Font Design based on Stroke and its Potential for advanced
Japanese processing environment

Tomonori KINO, Katsuyuki AIHARA, Masaki NAKAYAMA, Masashi KOYAMA, Akihiro FUJII

A novel structure of Japanese Kanji character set, Kino-font, is proposed in this paper. The proposal is
influenced by the previous method in defining Kanji fonts and the new body of computer code to
represent characters is also defined. The unique feature of this body is that the flexible length code
structure allows any possible Kanji variation without the limitation of number of characters. Kaniji is
made from strokes, so that it is quite natural to define each character code with basic set of strokes. In
order to ensure the coherence with other character sets, this structure uses same length as ASCII 8 bit
code for the representation of one stroke in a character. Recent software engineering technology is
introduced for flexible and extensible environment of utilizing this character set.
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