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Development of a Palimpsest Analysis System

Ryuichi Kamo, Tetsuo Komuro, Michihiro Suzuki, Masataka Hirakata, Sota Nagano
TOPPAN PRINTING CO., LTD.

Palimpsest is a piece of parchment reused by erasing the characters written in the
past. In recent years, research and analysis of erased text have been performed and
extremely important references were discovered occasionally. This presentation will
provide an introduction to the Palimpsest analysis system that we are developing
specifically for the analysis of the 200 or more Palimpsest manuscripts held by the
Vatican Library.

This system is developed so that even a researcher unfamiliar with digital technology
can use this system easily. It consists of a scanner with two light sources (white rays
and ultraviolet rays) that can automatically change and image-processing software with

a layer separation function using a histogram of luminosity.
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