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Towards the construction of a corpus of Egyptian colloquial Arabic
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This paper presents a design for implementing a corpus of Egyptian colloquial Arabic. The corpus is intended for
use in linguistic research and language education. Because it does not have well-defined orthography, creating a
corpus for colloquial Arabic presents some difficulties. We examine grammatical features and the writing system
of Egyptian colloquial Arabic, and suggest an improved method for inputting and outputting the data. We also
introduce a corpus of Egyptian films as a sample, the text of which has been encoded using the following
character codes: Unicode Latin-1, Unicode Arabic and an additional Latin-based code. This design will provide
more flexible search and output options.
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a. Leuven Corpus (1990) by Catholic University
Leuven,Belgium (http://www.kuleuven.ac.be/
ilt/arabic/en_gesprokencorpus.htm)

b. Arabic Newswire Part 1 (1994) by LDC
[Linguistic Data Consortium], University of
Pensylvania,USA
(http://www.ldc.upenn.edu/Catalog/index jsp)

c. Nijmegen Corpus (1995) by Nijmegen
University, the Netherlands
(http://www.let.kun.nl/wba/Content2/1.4.5_Nij
megen_Corpus.htm)

d. CLARA [Corpus Lingiae Arabicae] (1997) by
Institute of Ancient Near Eastern Studies,
Charles University, Prague, the Czech
Republic (http://www.elsnet.org/arabic2001/
zemanek.pdf)

e. ARCOLEX [Arabic Raw Corpora for Lexical
purposes] (DIINAR-MBC project) (1998) by
Lumiére-Lyon 2 University, France

(http://sites.univ-lyon2.fr/langues_promodiinar/
Accueil.htm)

f. Al-Warraq (1998) by Al-Qarya
al-Elekutoroniyya, Abu Dhabi, UAE
(http://www.alwaraq.com/)

g. Arabic Gigaword (2002) by LDC

h. CCA [Corpus of Contemporary Arabic] (2004)
by University of Leeds, UK
(http://www.comp.leeds.ac.uk/eric/latifa/

research.htm)
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a. Leuven Corpus (1990) by Catholic University
Leuven

b. Broadcast News Speech (2001) by LDC

3) Conversational Data (EFE TDOLEE)

a. CALLFRIEND (1995) by LDC

b. CALLHOME Egyptian Arabic Speech (1997)
by LDC

c. DARPA Babylon Levantine Arabic Speech
and Transcripts (2005) by LDC
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w-n xyf ySny yqwl 1-k Iss bdry.

h=qwl I-k klm bss sm{y.
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?inta Saarif ya fahmi ya bni 2abuu-k saSb qawi.
w-ana xayfa yaSni yiqul I-ak lissa badri.

ha=qul I-ak kilma bass ismaSi.
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