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Temporal and Spatial Analysis of Narrative Movies
--- Case of “Ozu’s Films” ---

Hirokazu Sato
Graduate School of Information Science and Technology
Tokyo Institute of Technology

This paper reports on some of key principles of temporal and spatial organization in the films of Yasujiro Ozu. A method
of determining the quite stable shot length is first proposed, and then a plausible relationship between the average shot length
and the metrical rhythm of Japanese verses is discussed. In his frame composition, the standard screen is often divided into
either eight or five segment vertically and either six or four segments horizontally. The paper also considers how
compositions within screen frame are designed on this grid layout, and discusses how Ozu managed the frame design based
on asymmetrical structure according to the golden proportion.
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