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Computerization analysis of Charms structures

—using “Dao-fa Hui-yuan” as an object—
Xiaoxiao Feng Koichi Matsumoto ~ Shigeo Sugimoto
Graduate School of Library, Information and Media Studies, University of Tsukuba

Charms are images used in Taoism. Previous work about Taoism has compared
images with their meaning and highlighted the difficulty of doing so effectively. In
this paper, we describe the first stage of designing a database for cataloguing Charms
based on the grammar of the images. We analyze the characteristics of the Charms,
such as similar figures and how they are used within a set of Charms. We note the
changes in images and the respective changes in their meaning. We anticipate
analyzing a collection of images and using the results for the next stage of our
iterative development process.
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