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Trial of computerization of the kindergarten education using a pen interface

Shin-ichi Sawada, Hirokazu Bandoh, Yasuhiro Baba' and Kazu Ono'
Dept. of Marketing and Psychology, Tokyo Seitoku College.
Dept. of Early Childhood Education, Tokyo Seitoku College.

In recent years, the lesson using a personal computer is spreading at elementary and
junior high schools. A personal computer began to be used also in a kindergarten as a tool
which makes creativity rich. However, the operation of a keyboard and a mouse is difficult for
the small children before learning words. We think that we want to build the environment
where it is easy to operate a personal computer by using a pen device for a small child.

This paper will describe about a development of the software which small children can
enjoy in that environment. We found it improve the problem using illustrations and voice,
reduce using words as much as possible, through the experience that we have talked about
some software of prototype versions with the teacher of the kindergarten. From now on, we
will improve the software, and we will be trying to computerize child care of the kindergarten,
with the software that considers of the children’s physical ability and of the quality of a pen

interface.
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