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A consideration about operation of the pen interface which a small child can use easily

Shin-ichi Sawada, Hirokazu Bandoh', Yasuhiro Baba and Kazu Ono
Tokyo Seitoku College.
tFukuoka Institute of Technology.

In recent years, the lesson using a personal computer is beginning at elementary and junior
high schools, and a computer is beginning to use in a kindergarten as tool which makes
creativity rich. However, since the present computer operates it with a keyboard and a mouse,
its operation of the small child before learning a character is difficult. We considered
operating it by the pen input device, and made prototype softwares which a small child can
operate easily. As pen input device, we prepared Tablet PC and the large-sized plasma display
which stretched the touch panel on the surface of the screen. We found the difference of small
children's operation at the environment of a plasma display and Tablet PC, when we
evaluated the prototype softwares.

In this paper, we will take notice of the operation of tap and drag, and describe about
investigation of the operation which a small child wants to use in each environment. We will
consider that its operation relates to a small child’s developmental stage and a hardware

environment.
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