OO000o0ooO0ooooooooon 20050 CVIMO 1480 200
IPSJ SIG Technical Report 00O 020050303

CVIM ,

2005 1 3

A Farewell to Dr. Nagao: A memory of his life devoted to research

Steering Committee of SIG-CVIM, his colleagues, and friends

Abstract Early on the morning of January third, 2005, Kenji Nagao who worked on
Computer Vision research at Matsushita Electric Co. Ltd. went to his final resting place. He
was a talented researcher and a faithful person who supported various academic activities,
and many people will miss him. However, we think he would not have wanted people to be
sorrowful. The steering committee of the Special Interest Group on CVIM has decided to
issue this article to describe his beloved personality and great achievements in research
work based on many contributions provided by his friends.
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4.

Berthold K.P. Horn

Kenji (Takeh) Nagao was a colleague and a friend,
whom I will miss. I still cannot believe that he won't call
up, or drop by on the way to a conference somewhere.

We first worked together during his stay at the MIT
Al laboratory in 1995. | was surprised to learn, as we
were working on one project, that he was in fact
working on other projects at the same time in order to
make the most effective use of his time here! His
dedication was amply rewarded when several
conference and journal papers resulted from the research
during that visit.

A few years later Kenji invited me to work with him
on research projects of Matsushita Electric Industries
Co. He visited a few times during those years and we
always had intense discussion about that research. He
made significant contributions to pattern recognition and
machine vision.

He also allowed me to give him advise on some
technical papers, never complaining about my heavy
hand in editing. He also was quite willing to accept
that | might at times have different opinions on some
research project or problem solution approach. This
made it possible to have productive interactions even
on more difficult topics.

But what | appreciated most was not so much the
technical interaction, but his honest, sincere way of
dealing with people and helping them understand. Its

never easy for people from two different cultures to
really try and understand each other, but Kenji provided
me the privilege of getting a little glimpse of his inner
thoughts, and in turn showed an interest in how my
background might have influenced how | think about
things.

He surprised me by concluding major transactions
without much fanfare --- as a concession to me, we
shook hands. His handshake was his word, and he
accepted mine the same way. In the modern world this
is so refreshing --- and so rare.

I can't help but think of the projects he was working
on and find it hard to accept that he is not around to
complete his work.
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