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STORY UNDERSTANDING WITH
EPISODE NETWORK

Hiroshi NOZAKI and Minoru SHIGENAGA

Faculty of Engineering Yamanashi University
Takeda—Q, Kofu, Japan

We have constructed a Jjapanease story understanding system (named
JStory) which regards story understanding as a process of leaving an
episode network representing semantic tracks of a story in memory, and
it has question-answering function and gives an outline of a fairy story.

It can answer questions about not.only explicit statements described
in the story but also implicit events, using the episode network and
knowledge stored in the system’s dictionary. Using a scheme ” outline
= setting + expanding ”, JStory composes an outline of a story,and a
user can specify the number of sentences composing an outline and the
method of choosing key nodes in an episode network. Finally, the
authors asked ten persons the same problews as the ones for the system

and found out that'JStory behaved pretty well as human did.
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