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STRING PATTERN UNIFICATION

Takashi MATSUYAMA Ru—tao ZHANG
Dept. ovanformation Ensg.
Tohoku University
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Pattern matching is an important fundamental function in string processing. The introduction of
unification will realize versatile string processing functions. This paper proposes a complete
algorithm of string pattern unification, where a string pattern is defined as an ordered
sequence of constant symbols, unit-length variables, and arbitrary-length variables. Ve first
confine ourselves to the regular string pattern, vhich is a subclass of string patterns, and
prove the conpletenéss of the unification algorithm. Then based on this simplified algoritha, we
formulate a unification algorithm for general string patterns. In this formulation, we describe
a general string pattern in terms of a regular string pattern with constraints. Extending this

idea, we will be able to formulate the constraint programming in string processing.
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PO p’t, o, ptPETEREETHE, ZDE
E.EREFARIZA (1,)) A A (i+x, j+x) NOHERT
BRDY 7 DBUHH B,
@p "teeees p 't p IHDERIA NI V7 p2dhDE
BLAET 5 (KBRS —XFHEROBEIEIx=0) HE.
Thbb.,
31, j p’t ...... p’t+X=p1j ...... pli+x,
, D 't'“p 't+x~-->€ f2
D plt, e , PP ETERESTHE, O
LELBFIAIIZA (i,)) LA (ix, ) NOERT
L2 Bb 5,
@p 't p tXBp2DERA NI V7 p1OEKE
MG A HE, JIZ@ L R,
@p "t p X ple p2DEREMNIBTEHN.

ks, BFABDA (1)) [CHMEFITFENRE, Th
. pli. P ENZENHEEIFAERD 5 0Wit—X
FREBRTHIPLTH S,

Kz, EBA 2RI 2p iz, LTEL24
DDOBEDEN N - DBV FEEZ S,

B RS
AV ANy B

3 \

‘ . ’
(EBA-Y) , , / y
7 ! / \
f, ! ! s '
o ‘ / \
¥/ oo/e b o \
P 3
‘ \ \ 7 4
\ £ ] ’ /’
fa \ ,

» | .
(EMAE-Y) ERERS EM RS
MY PV
(a)
P2
1§ Jx gl n
1 IR
T
i ---\ : :
S
Py dexfi-- XU ¢
itxelfg-----2
ioxoy‘--‘ - ——— ..‘!
L .
(b)

BE5 E#30EHR

QDHA IO BE. T4bb, B5 B)leFrd &
3. pldd pli -plitx, p2HDp2j--p2jtx B
p HIDEBREH/INS—2p tep tix EFISL . p it
Dp litx+lp litxty, p 2 DER p 2j+x+1 #F
pttxtlep "tixty L WY B . p it ERLE DT,
A (1, j+x¢1) , o, A (m, j+x+1) IZIBAIBHITF ST
BY A (itx, jrx) b A (itx+l, j+x+l) NOY ¥ ¥
BHFohs, §2L. QLQOBEIERELZ 2008
FEBRY 2B LODER) 2L ZoEEY
IHp D Tt pltixty e WG9 5,

ARz, QQ@ODDHEBD 20DHSOMAE LY
HLT, 2hZhONIETEHNEREY > 20BIC) >~
7SR, 1DODERY 7 R B, p’E
HCPAFD LI O>DBELHET S, T4, OORODHLD
BEP—BWMD . HE2WE—FRILZH->THA (1,1)
EA (mn) iZEICAS,

Dz eirs, plEp2EEOHEA V25 2
FRIAROBIZRHIGIITA LW TE . 20OBEHRT
HiBA AP R%ErkETBEp =1 (rk) BRI
D, T, FIR{<$ij, p e pttx>} ERYE
S LED@®DBEBITZ pli, p2iicHIiET 258 .
Pt p 't Z DL EDp hDBEHNE—2TH B,

ZOFEEPL. TATYXARIIE
OL2TORERDLNS,
QFMKETIEE 2. (HANABEBRTH2H55)
T, TOTNVITIZLATRDILTH rkiz
FKEY (pl, P2) cereerrerereen (5)
THEPL, {rl, v2, ~, rk} HMGCCIS®
KOO LOEHLT GLUW. RGIED) , LiH-
T.R={rl, r2, - , rk} o riLrik#Hed
3% rizRETRIE. B-o7bDPBuY (pl, p2)
kb,

(6)



PUTCiRonkd% rioBEEROVWTENRS,
[¥®4) plsp? iff uX (pl, p2) ={p1}
[} > plsp2 LEETS. plsplinT,
pl1EY (pl, p2) . 27, 3 (pl, p2) DEHLD .,
Vp'€Y (pl, p2) p’'Spl
LT, w3 (pl, p2)={pl}

« u¥ (pl, p2) ={pl} EHEETS L.
v (pl, p2) DEHLID. plspl. B

EE3.4XD. pl=p2 LoilHBEBRE ple
R={rl, , rk) ¥, OIS, 200
Ny—vpl, pAcHLTPNIYXLREFERALTH
bhizR=
{ri, , rk} &I haEEDri. rilcgLlT
BUTPLITYXARRHEHAL. TOREER LT HE.
(H4Z2HE) ricR’ (HdWikrjeER’) THRIX.
risrj(dazwidrisri) %D, RPori(bd
Wiirj) ¥*BE35. (ri€eR’O¥EEri. rjna
=24 =Y aviREWCRAhOENE,LBERICH
BiTE3), C0XS5KLT. RPpbrisr i@y
rizEFaoLickbus (pl, p2) ROHLND,

SEDZrhs. PATYUZXARIZE-T, EHNS
—Ypl. P2 DMGCCIS u¥ (pl, p2) ¥EMR
BETHETE I L BRRENL,

3. 5 MGCUSOFE
ZETE. 20oDERINY — D most general
complete unifier set ¥ EHL . TORDHERT.
[EF%10])] 22oDRAT1L 1283HB LT 3.
fl= {<vli, eli>|1<€i<m}
f2={<v2j, e2ji>11€j<n}
THLE, FI1ETINER 1o f21IT,
{<v2j,fl(e2j) >l 1<€j<n} U
{<vli,eli> | 1<i<n}
MERDODHBZVIZOEHLT I LNERVWELDOT

»H5.
O<x, x>DX5%x (xIEH) '
@31<j$n v2i=vli E#HLTHIVI, eli>

RAfZ f=flof2, pENI—VELILE,

f(p)=~f1(f£2())<f2(p)

BEO LD,

[FF11] 22009 —YpleplDRELIZT 74
7HEE&.UZ (pl, p2) %

US (pl, p2)={f | f (pl)=1 (p2)}
L95,

Bsplc, 20D -V DRELZT 7 A THRED
ERITEBRES 2 THEESHZ. 2. B2 741
TESCIIROPORELLDBETR L Lhkwy,
Lo T. BEALZ 77 A THRAELDHRELMGCU
S (most general complete unifier set) 2% 25,
[ 12) 22oD/)X¥—plk p2d Most General
Complete Unifier Set (LT TCWMGCUS LT 5)
uUY (pl, p2) BRAKEZROD, @, @%#H-T X
S it khbh,
®pU> (pl, p2) U3 (pl,
@GwIfeUux (pl, p2) ZHLT
3f'eplUs (pl, p2) 36 Gof’'=f
@VTl, f2 €xUT (pl,p2) . FIxIAZHLT
VO Boflxf)l fIxGof2

—f{DHINF— LT, uUZ (pl, p2) HER

p2)

P2

@ 1 1 v
® 82 s 4 %
P A1 L P 51 . i
L5 s P Syre
15 $xy* 15
L] L
KHIA oy, ERXFARR) A gy R FINRR)

(a) ()

H6 b oERR

PESPES P LLWH, ROBEEVERNY -2
LT, tUT (pl, p2) BEBRT. 27N TV
ZLRTRDIALZ 7 74 7HREIEIMGCUSTHB
EWRENS,

[F®S5] PLTYXARTRDLLZTI 7 ATORE
Eplep20MGCUS nUX (pl, P2) TH5S.
[GFRH) 22D ERNZ—rplep2izd LT, 7T
YXARTCRDILLZI77ATH®REEZF= {1, {2,
, fk} 95, fi(pl) =fi(p2) (1£i%
k) »5. FeUT (p1, p2) ., 3/, EH3BX
CRADEBROEZELIDVEI'EUT (pl, p2) ML
.36 3i, Gofi=f"

iz V1K1, i<k iIxXj = V0 fix6efj(Hb
Wit fix0 o fi) THEILETHT S,

iXjhntT,. PVITYXLRTRDLTIE TjICH
BTARMAGDELRL SR, TD2-7o0BEENENR
1i, 1j&F3, 1i. 1 jnEdFHhrs,. 1ik 1 jids
FLIHTRDLE, COREEPLD2ODEOHFIE
M6 (DQL®. 22O LO®. QLD 3 H>DTHEM
BHb.

(a) HEEPSD2ONDEDHFTHOLOTHIHE
(6 (b))
NiEHadhBEZA (x, v) LT5L, NF—rplh
DxEBHEORT p WIEBXFFHIERTHS. a2 &l
i 1jicBT2ENI L, aBIUPanFOATHR
HeHBTeHBA VAT ADBH Y~ 2 S1, a
DRHDKFERENHIET EHEH NS~ %2S2LT 5,
(a.1) HEEaPbRPNTEE i, SIONITHE
2195, BWaplz,
<plx, Si>efilpr><plx, S1S2>€fi,
fi=6 o fIBRNALDADICIE. ORRDERZFHL
IRThiELb%wn,

6 (S1) =818S2
OSHEBRXEHERS G TR TWLITIE
g (S1) xS182

i, fi=@of) FWATIIZXOUEEELLY
(FMADNE—2 DRTAPY VY ITORENELS) .
QSUHEBXEFERSEEINTWALE (ZDHA.
pP2HDS1ENIET 2O LEEXFINERFHZHE
6()). 8 (S1) =8182 BRHu-D>/iHIZiE. S1
WO EXXEHERIEHDISNY — BRALLIHRIESR
57w, 4. S1HOEBIHIER $Sxy /NS —S
WERATEILEEEZDL, Thbb,

<$xy’, Sxy'>€6 I $xy'=Sxy’
—F. p2PDSxy EMIETAEEXFHEREP WL
FHE. filcid<ply’, $xy'>W&h. fjlcd

©
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<ply’, $xy>WExEhB. THL.
<ply’, Sxy’> € @Geofj
<ply', $xy'> € fi

Yy, Befjxfi

LT fi=0 0 fjRFHRTIILAOBEELL W,
(a.2) HFEE,PLKRPENTEE 1), SIONTHEE
1i9%. Boshic.

<plx, S1>efip><plx, SI1S2>€f]
fi=O@ofj BRNILOLDICIE. CRROVEALH
R RREL LT W,

S1=6 (S1S2)
ELEFWTOIFELEVWDS (FILORENFEL D)
L fi=0 0 fIREHALTOREEL LW,

QL®. OLONHPALEL ISR, 6o fj=fi%k
HBTE OB ORBEELEWI LHPTNINRS, -7,
FANIYXARIZE>TRDOIN 2T 74 TOESE
{f1, =, fk}ld. 22DFHNY—~>DMGCUS
THhs. B

EES5/,56. MGCCISHBELAL LI, 29
DEHNY - DOMGCUSHERBTHY . 7TV
XLARTEINLETHROOLNS, PIATYXARTEK
FEHEA VRV ADEEDFIRARLLOMEE
RTBY. Zh2BELLLDHFuY (pl, p2) &%
STWhkolzdlL, 7VIdY XARTCRDILLZ7 7 4
TOHRZIZNEZ 1 US (p1, p2) %53,

4. —BNEF—DALZT 45— ay

TWTYXLRTIE, 220D18%—2pl, pUTKRD

HBZHTT Wi,

@Opl, pAIRIZTERNS -2 TH S,

@pl. pAIEETLIEBPEEL Y,

ZITX. ChosnHBERW RS —rDaz
Zir—vaviZonwThrg,

ERNRY—> D27 45— a Y DER (MGCC
ISHEWEIMGCUS) BEREASTH-10. —K
NRYP—YyDMGCCISEMGCUSKEERE RS %
W, 2 2IE. 2008 —
pl=%$x a $x
pl=a $y a $y a
NELIFEA P RAI U AHEE T (pl, p2) 3F2TCA
9. ¥, pla DL LTEERNBTHL, S,

p2Bpl:BELVWOI. a $Sy=%y a BRHID
BETThs, 2. a S$y=%y aii. $y=a,

aa, aaa, .. RHLTHOARDLD,

iz et pleploRedtii4d o 292X
(pl, p2)ix {az+2n| 1€<n) 4D EREDN
F—rTHRELW, T, ZOREHPMGCCISHS
DDFRFEZHLLTWERS, LD, 20D —v D
MGCCIS u3 (pl, p2) b {a3*2n| 1< n}
L), EREAL LS. ARIC. Lo 22089 —
DMGCUSLEMES LTS,

LITTid. —BNNS— 2Ry —VICHIRtES
HI2bnE LTHRBEL, PVTY XARZHAVWT—#
N =Y DALZT 45— avefFiT e 5,
2. MGCCIS, MGCUSI-OWTLHIMRELE
WHI itk EREAFBEENCRBTEIEVIF
ExHw3,

(8)

4. 1B ETERANS -2 L5 —BNXI— DR
2T LI, ERNS -V BRBELTWE NS
—YERIEBRL-BOTHE, FiznwI &, EHNY—
YIHHERTLLDLE L TN~ RTIER
T&D, DR, 89—
pl=%x a $x p2=%x1 a $
EZHLT. Hohicplsp2%nT, L (pl) cL
p2) . Thbb, L (p2) 3ERTHLE, $xIZK
BANSERCFIE $ xUTEE I N5 EBUENBE
LWRAIRE > TERINIERCFEFDEEHNL (
pl) ¥%b., ZoZehro, ERANY—VpZ$x1
== X2 VI EFITLLDLLT—B/INY—>
plERTILICT S,
—BNY R FHREAFEERNS - ERT S
iz,
ONY > HDE—BEBREEVCRL A FLLERICE
EHZ 5.,
QO THASINLFA—ERERTHLLEROAE ==
TTREA.
2, nNy—>
$x a $y b $x $y a $x ik
$x1 a $yl b $x2 $y2 a $x3
where $x1==$x2 & $x2-=$x3 & $yl==%y2
EEHBEING, T T, whereld FNUBRPFHEHETH
BILERTHERIESTHS.
FliRFERAT LI LIZED.
Otart={a, aa, aaa, .. ¥, Ih3T
1 DD =Y TRBETE Lo REEN. MHFEH
E)XF—> $x where $x a==a $x Tk
>TCHRRTE S,
@pl=a $xépl=%x aNIZT74¥r—ari
Wolkr 227 74T 520008 — 2 2HEERND
324, ¥Fpl’=a $x1Lp2=%$x2 adar:=
Tar—varEfFW, ZOEBA ORI RATH BN
F—iz$x1==8$x2E WIHIHPRFE NIRRT I W
Zkich s,

x2
(

.

4. 2 —BNI— DIALT 4 —ay
TITE. ERANS—0 D227 45— ay T d
YXARIZEWTC BN = DA T 4T A a7
NIV XL HETIER2 %225,
—fBNS—plep 2 BT AERNS - FFN
Zhp’'l. p'2k L. pl=p’l where Cl., p2=
p’2 where C2 &35, ZZTCl, ClUli==KDA
NDEAICLARMRAERT. /2. ple p20itiE
ERICHIETHp 1. p 2RDERE - =THAZND
ANDKEIZ L HBIFRNEEC3LTH, pl Lp2dn
V4T ayDEEREQ. plip 20T 4 Y
— e rOER%*Q(Q’=L (p’1) NL (p’2) )
ET5E. QEQ OEHEAT. QlcEEhAENY—
YOW. FIMRFECL. C2. C3EAEKIIHTLONSE
ATH5.
DEDZEERPL . —BNS—2pllp2b D227 4
Y—aEENEI TS,
Oplep22 WS ERNS - i2EMmT 5,
pl=p’l where All==B1l, -, Aln==B1n
p2=p’2 where A21==B21, -, A2n==B2n
/2. pl. p20HBEERICHIET 2’1, p 2%




W% ==THUV

where A31==DB3], -, A3k==B3k
r$5, SZTALj, BijignNng—r&R7,
@FPNITYXLRIZEHST, p’'lep 200227 45—
YarvifFd, cHLENMMGCUS %]

aUS (p’1, p'2) =411, £2, - , Tk} 95,
@& 1 o LT, where DHNLTH==RK (All=
=B11, -, Alm==Bln, A21==B121, =, Aln=

=B2n, A31==B31, ---, A3k==DB3k) OF:AIcK
AfizHL. S¥RtEoBWEETS . BHLRROF
BE simplify iCXk->THD.

(€IESE - 3:32) :F oK B

¥ RATI OTFTT. 1 2DKA==B2ENLT
B EHE symplify-1 2577, UFieBWC,. m, n¥
FREhNNY—YA BORE, AiRADI ZHOER.
Bi*BDjBHOERL TS (1<i€<m, 1<)
. empty ZZEZ MY V7. $variable IZEBXFIIER.
#variable {I—CFFEBERT.
simplify-1(A, B, fi)

begin
A=fi(A) ; m=length(A)
B=fi(B) ; n=length(B)

1> if A=B then return{(nil, fi))

2> elseif A is empty then return("fail")
3> elseif B is empty then return("fail”)
4> elseif A1=Bl

then simplify-1(A2...Am, B2...Bn, fi)
5> elseif Am=Bn
then simplify-1(Al...Am-1,Bl...Bn-1,fi)

6> elseif Al and Bl are constant and A1XBI1
then return("fail”)
7> elseif Am and Bn are constant and AmXBn
then return("fail”)
8> elseif Al is a %variable and Bl is not a
$variable
then let f’i= {<Al,BI>} ofi
simplify-1(A2...Am,B2...Bn, f’1)
9> elseif Bl is a *variable and Al is not a
$variable
then let f’i= {<B1,Al>} o fi
simplify 1(A2...Am B2...Bn, f’i)
10> elseif Am is a *variable and Bn is nol a
$variable
then let f’i={<Am, Bn>} o fi
simplify-1(Al...Am-1,B2...Bn-1,f i)
11> elseif Bn is a *variable and Am is not a
$variable
then let f’i={<Bn, Am>} o fi
simplify-1(Al...Am-1,Bl...Bn-1,f’i)
12> elseif A is a string consisting of only
one $variable
then if Al is a member of B
then return("fail”)
else let f'i={<Al, B>} ofi
return({(nil fi’))
13> elseif B is a string consisting of omly
one $variable
ithen if Bl is a member of A
then return("fail”)

(9)

else let f'i={<Bl, A>} o fi
return({nil fi’))
14> else return(({A,B) fi))

end
Wiz, simplify-12 VT, VXL LTHRBIRL
==RN%E4 {Al==B1, -, Ar==Br} ¥4 3.

ATIOTFTTHOEMELTNTY X hsinplifyk 52 5.
simplify (((A1,B1),..., (Ar,Br)), fi)
begin
n=1
m=length((A1, B1),...,
store=()
loopl
M=simplify-1{An, Bn, fi)
if M="fail" then return("fail")
else f'i=second (M)
n=n+1
append first(M) to store
if fixf’i
then append (An,Bn),...,
simplify(store, f'i)
elseif n<=m then go loopl
else return((store, f’i))

(Ar, Br))

(Ar,Br) to store

end

[T#% simplify DEEHE]

® simplify-1 {3k <min {length ( £i(A)) , length (
£i(B)) } MoFBEAATIEEZ S, (D D D>
13> 14> OHA simplifyldT<IESZ D MOBEIZA
LBORSE 1LY, )

@ simplifyOBRBRUHLOSRME £ i+ 71 Esimplif
V1IHTHLWEEBSER IR LHEDAICERY LD, L
L. HWREOEEERT YL ((ALBL),...,

Ar,Br) B2 EBROMBIIERTH D . simplify-1
B8BTS £ IOERTIEFLLEREIEA IR LW, L
2T, simplifyDEREHTEROBIIBRI T 5D
ATHB. Zokd, sinplifyDBRAMLHERAL &
L%,

[simplifyd>MHRER ]

Osimplify2 BE LAERA fail"ThIIL. fildpl
E P22 A TTIRLE W,

@simplify2 BRALAERHB (AL, B'D, ... ,
(A’r’, B'r?)), £’DTHRIE.

f’i where A'l==B’l, -, A'r’==B"'r’
Fplep2DL7 7 A TDHWE D, STC, 2
7274 Plead b ==R(z X 2HBREOERIZHE BT
ENF— OBELRLTHS.
@simplify R WA LEEEY (il, £')ThHRIT.
f'iliplep2 227747 ThH5,
rtooreTtasnzan 7747 (BE) #6453

4 {fcl, fe2, , fek'} Bplep2Da=oy
47 (BRH) REATHS.,
PEo@g@ahrs,. —BNI—rDILZT 45— a Yy

B3 7 7 A 7TEAZFREATREZ IO Y
5,720l 22774 7Rb==REGLTRELD
N, #3Lhaz7 74 TORBEPEDL I P4 TT
HoEHEI P (ETCOHNEGELBLITRIFET D
ES5Hh) IIHETEL Y,



[HiEA 27 2DRDF]

BT 94T (BE) fci (fi HaWI fi where
Al==B1, , Ar==BroO¥Bx) it il
AVRE R fei (pl) HEWEfci (p2) THS,
feiFHBMRBEREDLZ T 74 T7THBE B,
fci(pl) =fi(pl) where Al==BI1, -, Ar=
=Br) ¥% D, 22008~V DRBA X IRz
==RAPEINLTHEENHL, LLZE. NF—>
$x a $xk a $y a Sy adrZT4¥
—a iR

Qaz72747 {(<$x,a $z>, <3y, $z>

where a $z==8z a}
(O30 R IV S IS
a $z a $z a vwhere a $z==%z a
Lhib,
5.3k%

FRXTIE. ANV YIRS - DT 45— 3
EOWTEHFL. ERNS—~ T Reka Y
45— aryPhITVXLe52, FhicESnwT—f
NP~V DAZT 4 r—ayThT) XL EHBELE,
ZOB. FIMRETEERNS -2 X 5By~
DRJPL | HPRFEOBHBLERSEE I,

FMREZANLIEIZEY . TR YRS BB
BETELETE—BINF~ DL T 4~ gy 7
NIV ZXLABBRTELY, HohE 272
RLZ7 A TRLHPHFRESTTORE I LR .
SDEZHHUMRGELTHLTEIPUET IS
ETLFERSELW, COMEIZ. CLP (5] %¥p
HhRErary Iy 78 CLBEL-BETHY . &
DB LHBREOMWLFRS ERARITILESH S,

FRXTH, FRXFAEBICEI MY /2 HET
BEhne Lk, BAMY VI PRETE2ERS S
*BLPUIRNY—~Vp=a $$x B% {a 8,
a $x B} DEICSSxBEDBELFSThW
BEERT 20D~V DHRALELTERRT LI
I, TNTIZXLRTERINY -2 DT 4 r—3
a ¥ FTI3TELHTEL, S Ta., BIINY-- V2R
T, 2. PTVITIYXARDORBIIAZHDY V27D
FEZHURTEZILICIVEBXEANERIZERANY
ZORBEHLL2Z 7 4 5~vay - PLTYRAN
BEBIHRTES (6] .
BRXTHAXRLZRA N Y INRI—0DALZT 45—
a vPERBRLETHEILIZED, ANY VI ERSE
LHMRETOIr5I V72 ERTEENTES,
R2Z. ZD120RARLE LT T 4~ ar bl
WRECESSANI V7, YA NRBEE*RARL
[6]. CHOEHELEOPVWTIIHERDTHET S,

BBMIECARAETIEHLY . FEBLIAL P ERLL
FRELTHWCHARARERCBHLIT. 22 &
BFS . XBERFHREMFLA (60420035) D
BEZir<bhs,
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