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It is necessary to make specification clear when one designs something. In-
terviewing is one of the techniques used for such specification acquisition. In
this paper, we discuss knowledge and mechanisms of interview systems needed
for acquiring specification of oil hydraulic systems. First, a human designer’s
behavior on the specification acquisition and his knowledge used for it are con-
sidered. Then, knowledge and its application of I?S/D are described, which is
a prototype system that acquires the specification by interviewing a customer.
I2S/D can propose modification of specification by evaluating several design
candidates simultaneously.
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