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THE UTILITIES AND LIMITATIONS OF SYMBOLISM
- FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF EXPERT SYSTEMS -
Katsumi NITTA
ELECTROTECHNICAL LABORATORY

1-1-4 Umezono, Tsukuba City, Ibaraki, 305 Japan

The utilities and limitations of symbolism are considered from the
viewpoint of expert systems - especially, legal expert systems. Most legal
expert systems have been developed as the symbol manipulation programs.
However, to develop the realistic systems, we have to solve the serious
problem - the meanings of some provisions are not fully fixed before they
are applied to particular cases. By considering how to deal with the dynamic
interpretation of provisions, the limitations of treatment of legal reasoning
by symbol are pointed out.
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