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Automaton model for action language A
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We investigate the relationship between the high-level action language A and finite automata (FA).
We show A and FA are equivalent, that is, any domain description in A can be transformed to an FA,
and conversely, any FA can be transformed to a description in .A. With these results, planning problems
can be characterized by regular expressions, and vice versa. Here, reasoning about action meets the
automata theory.
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KiE, KEOZLRT 7 ¥ s v ¥ EHTAHRICS
WT, BRRLVANVOT 7 a Y EEFMERHEIRTY
L. 7rvavBEER, Tr/vavIliBREOR
1t GHR) *ERT2-DICHV OIS BAREEERH
PR ANLERWEFTNVEEZONS.

Tova vEROPTRDY VTN DOD1IDE
LTEZ A »* Gelfond & Lifschitz)ic X WK s h
TWwh, BE A TR, 7V—-2MEPT0OEELR
OEDPTRELLIIELTYS, L2L, BEEAE
DO T HRERIIFAE S LTV,

ZIT, ERE A I ERINAFHRIIBTY
Sy ETFRI LD, X 1) TR, HRRET
Y5 AERTHFERRERL TS, LELED
FHREXRIELLLDOTILZL, LAbERTEZVE
BAYET S.

FEGXL T, BE A CIERTBESMHAAR
F—b M UAMEETCEL T L, HICHRA—F< b
VESELEE AL AERERIMRTEL L
¥RY. Bt e, B AHERA bbb
LEMThrI LAY, ShICEY, EROFET
RERTE P oLERLED, FEOZVWERTSH
NIRTRTELSREARA ~ < P VIZERTE
5. TS5BS, AP ORHEE
FEELTHETIEMNTE, 777 a VAR ERIERY
HoTHRICERTE2 L) 10k 5.

ITEF AL 2ETHATS. RCIET, 5
A X BEBTER%E DFA ORE~LRTL2FHE %
EHL, TOEMUMELRT. 4FETE, BICDFAXE
FALRIZERERCERTIFRES L EHL, £
DELSERRT. 58, FRXDEBETHS.

2. P32 BR A

77 avER AV I, value- &L effect-45H
L) 2 FEEOMED S 5. value- ML, “WIHIK
Bro7 2 a3 FlA.. A, 2EITFTB LIV -
IV FPRILTAH CEREHETA .

F after A;;...;Am (m>1) (1)
m=0 Dk XIIMWRIZ:

initially F
LB TS, effect-fpEiE, “Z7 V-2 b Py,..., P,
PEUCRBETT 73 ARETTRETIV—2
PFAERILT R ZEREWHTS

A causes F if P,...,P, (n>1) (2)
n=0DEXRIFEELT:

A causes F'
YERTDH. Py,..., P REREMS LS. SFEEERE
1k, o 2BEOMEDEETHS.

FEBERED WWEITNBTRTOT 73 Y EOH
&% action(D) TEL, TRTOT V- b ZADE
&% fluent(D) TEY. 7V—I7 MG F OFE -F
FRADIIL—ILh eV, FREDTI—-IrE
W, Mizvzv—x v b P ERBLIZEE, F I
EFi3aosv—x b EeTd, Ko %2, ¥
THINV—ZY 2w T, EFLFAO 7 V-1
FOWThr R EUHBREEEHRT S, OF D,

o=SU{~F|F € fluent(D), F ¢ S} (3)
Z I TS C fluent(D) THH*.

BRIR T 13, oo 2PIHIREE, © T EBMAKLTDE,
FOR (®,00) %D, BEEB O IE, 7Y aY
%A LHREE 0 O (4,0) FIRE~NBHRTE. £F
ORI &, FEOT 7 a vl Ay, An WIRL
T, 1A Am IRORER 5 X D

IA;;...;Am =(®,00)A1;...;Am -
O(Am,®(Am—1,...,8(41,00),...). (4)

(1) D & 9 7% value-@FBIZH LT,

FGIAl;...;Am (5)
THE, R Q) PRI KBWTAETHEL L
FOMOBFEEBTHD L.

BRI BERTR D DEFNTHBDIE, DITE
FNEHTRTD value- BN T IZBWTETHY, T
RCOT7rvavs, TRTOT7NV—2 > F, X
TORE o 1L, UFO&GIHI-ENIEHET
H5:

(1) bL, D2RE o TP,...,P, il TR
(2) D&% effect-EEEDIE, TOLE
Fed(4,0) THSD,

(2) bL, DPEDL) % effect- AL S L4V
Wi, Feo DBEIERY F e &(4,0) TH
BRE,

LO&ER W TREBEABIL, 12001 OFET S,

Lo TR ULHBERICBIT 2R 25T NVIL, £0

EFNOMPRBEIZE o TDARL L. AREHIZE

TVERTIBFETHY, ETVI1D2LeRiTh

T2 Ths. b L, valueWEIERE R D DFE

BOEFNVTHATH AL LT, D IZFD value- 78

T 1) TR, BOTV-X Y R EEERVE D IRBE L
TV, EE A tEHTHLETERIZE LRV,
TR D&ERREOERER LTV S



TRET L, UToL)icidds :
D = (F after A;;...;4,) (m>0). (6)

f5i#81 Yale Shooting $Ri
initially —loaded.
initially alive.
load causes loaded.
shoot causes —alive if loaded.
shoot causes —loaded.

i 2 Murder Mystery $as
initially alive.
load causes loaded.
shoot causes —alive if loaded.
shoot causes —loaded.

—alive after shoot;wait.
3. BEEAPSF—FTbAOER

3.1 ¥ & #
REMHERA — b T b > (DFA) DFA M =(Q,
I6,9,G) DEHEEUTTHZS ©
Q : WREO#E,
T : AB7rM77Xub,
§ : KEEBMEG:T'xQ - Q),
o :  FHRE (@ € Q),
G : BRREOCLS (GCQ).
ABFPRT PRy AATVI7 7Ry MT %, #
BERD CEINETRTOT 73 v Z04s
action(D) TEHT S !
T = action(D).
KE A-t~rroRiEq %, EF A BT AR
ROBHLFEULL, HRERD 28T s3<TO
TNV—Z P2V T, EFAREOTIL—22 D
WPh R EURE L ERT S
q=SU{~F| F € fluent(D), F ¢ 5} (N
ZZTSC fluent(D) TH5A.
BRRE Jv—xr b FicM+2BEREOSRS
% goal(F) TEY. goal(F) RUTCEHENSD ;
goa(F)={q€ Q| Fe€q}.
CITQ RIREORETHS., F # HERELT2
DFA M % M(F) TEL, M OBREREOLS ¥
goal(F) THEEBZ DD EERT S
M(F) = (Q, action(D), §, go, goal( F)).
T IZTM =(Q,action(D),6,q0,G) &£ ¥F5H. F % H
WIREL T2 DFA OBE M ¥ M(F) TEL, +
NTOMeM*% M(F) CTRBEBRZ-bD L8
T5:

M(F)y={M(F)| M e M}.
WHRKEE WRORELDERAERBETLO, &
SHRE ¢ R EHT L. BHORER, $XTo7v—
I P RECOTRRZ, — o7 v—2V 250
KETH 5 !
¢ =S'U{-F|FeS' F¢gSs'} (8)
ZZTS,S" C fluent(D), S'NnS" = ¢ T
H5D. WARBIIREOBRGENET S, 2T,
fluent(D) = {loaded, alive} &\»)FABIIBITZH
SRR ¢' = {loaded} VE, {loaded, alive} &\ IRRE
& {loaded, malive} &\ HRAEZ KT, T, oK
' = {o} RTTOKELFZT.
MIHE TN—x & F O LTHMMEOEE R
EHTD !
|F|=F, |=F|=F.
MFEOHBEEIBRL, KECOWTHEHTS .
lal = {IF|| F € q}.
BETHT7L-T b DEE rel(A) 1, T2 av
ACHETZTIN—ZV P 3EDD

rel(4) = |J (I1FL1Pil, ..., |PA]}
for all (A causes F if P;,...,P,) € D,
rel({A1,..., An}) = rel(A1) U ... U rel(An).
BYRBODE div(Q, F) 1F, T_TOFHKEq €
Q%, 7v—xrF FIZXY, qu{F}, qU{~F}
W) 2 ODWHMREHET S

difQ, F) =
U {qu{F}, qu{=F}}
9€Q
if |F| € |g], for any q € Q,
Q otherwise,
div(Q, {F1;...; Fn}) =

div(div(. .. div(div(Q, F1), Fy) ..., Faci), Fa).

3.2 ERFME Init, Trans

B A KL 2HEAERIE, 2 DOFEFHE Init,
Trans I24& 1) DFA O$FESIIEHBEN L. Init (F1)
13% DFA OAIRAEZ kD, Trans (H2) 1B
BERDL. INOOFHEIERKT S DFA I, 4
BERDETVE ENEFAMIG LTV S (3.38 T
T 5)., LoTERENSE DFA I, £OHHIKRE
WKLo TOARRERL, HBRERIELTHNIZDFA
13HE 1 DR E G,

3.3 THFHE Init, Trans DIELMY

Bif A WX 2EBERY D £45. F$5 Init,



Trans tX, D % DFA O#& M IIERT 5.

TE1 EFMCBETIFREOEYE D O®T
V#4 E DFA #£4 M = Trans(D, Init(D)) 1, —
W= st 5.

iR D OARENEEE T, EBMEY &
+5, TRTOF—FT Y M e M OFTYRED
BER Qok L, HEDOF PPV M e M OEHR
MM% 6§ LT 5. To= QoD & =6 MR NITE
BIsEKT 5. M2k, D OBEBBEIIA bt
v OBBBABICE LY.

FIT S = Qo REHT A ICHRERICEE
N2 value-SEORIMT 5 BB FIA T 5.
FIRKNCSEND value-WBOBD Lk THDHEE, £

Init(D)
AD I EBE AL DHERER D,
value- SO Y kLT 5.
Hh RO RE Qo
begin
Q"= {¢}
for j:=1to k do
JEHD value-f7 | F after Ai;...; Am€ D;
T§ := din(Q~', F);
for i :=1 to m do
Ti = din(TY, rel(A)));
T! = ®(As, dio(T7_,, rel(4:)));
Q' ={@ €T} | F €qm, gm € T4,
g PR EI ¢ TH S )5
Qo := div(QF, fluent(D));

end.

1 DHRRERDZFHRE Init

Trans(D, Qo)
AT RER D, HIREOEE Qo
77 . DFA O#& M
begin

Q := din({¢}, fluent(D));

for all g € Q do

for all A € action(D) do
8(A,q) = ®(A4,9);
M= | {(Q action(D), 6,50, Q)};

90€EQo
end.

2 ABRELRODDIFERE Trans

DMy DF TET. DF OMPREOREE BT
FL, DF # B LTHELADLT - Y OHRED
PR OREY QF THT.
BE 20 =Q0) BRULTAHZ LI, FHE Init &Y
PO THS.
BREOEE o= Qb
B ZT v 7 o = QFMREHT S, HIRE
i;EDk+l %

DM = D* U{F after A1;...;Am (m>0)}
EThig,

SEH = {gg € T | F € (@,00)413 1 Am)
THhbH. FHREOBEELY

St = {peQ|Fe (@, o) 4133 Amy
Thb. LTAHTHFHRE Init £,
Qi = di(Q*, fluent(D))
Q"' = {go € din(Q",5) |
Fe (‘P,QO)A“ ...;A,,.}
ZZTS = {F}Urel({A,..
§1 = {qo € di(Q*, fluent(D)) |
Fe (¢~;q0)Al;“ .;Am}
= {20 € QS | Fe(dg)tiidn)
=5t O
FEE1LD, ROFEIEHIND :
THE2 RENBECHETIFREOELY
D |= (F after Ai;...;Am)

i
DFA M € M(F) 1%, 7232 »5)
A G ARETETS.

D Am)) THB. EoT,

(m20)

727 LM = Trans(D,Init(D)) & ¥ 5.

3.4 & # f

P 1, P 20SEREERLAERELIRETN
3, M4IR7T. ChODFBIIELETH A0, H
120F— < b VICEREND.

FIRE 11238V T D | (~alive after load;wait;shoot)
THhhHI D, FHE2LK 3D DFA »¥load;wait;shoot
PEETLIEDLLEDD.

3 7-PIB 2123 C D |= (initially loaded) TH2
Zehs, Rk, M4BT loaded € Qo TH A
ZEhLEDS.



shoot,wait load,wait

shoot,wait

4 Murder Mystery $E O G R

4. F—bThFDS5FE A NDOBTH

4.1 F—-bTb O

F=FT P U EEE AL ASRERANYER T 2
IH, A—bF= b Y OREY T V-T2 b OgESTER
SNTVBLENDHD. F— < b ORERE |Q
EFNL, |Q EORER FHT 2720124 [log, |Q]
BOT7 V-2 P EHETHERY, A—F<t 0
KL, WiEEARICR (7) TEHT .

4.2 PERFHE Initially ™, Effect™?,

Compress

WEMHERL - <t Vi, 300FHKE LT
AL DEBAERICYEER E NS, Initially~!
(A5) 1x, *—F~<h > OYHIKEDS value-EEZ
HRT 5. Effect™ (H6) 1%, *—F< b DB
BIEA S effect-e @A 4%, Compress (& 7)
1%, LR effect- L MR T 5. FHt& Compress
12, Bl A NOHBERDIDDATF v T EVI LY,
FREROBHILD O DFEFE & LT—RISFIHT
3.

4.3 PEBRFHEZ Initially !, Effect™,

Compress N IF4t4
REMEABF—Fr~b %2 M 342, FHX

Initially ' (M)
AJ1:DFA M
Wiy © SREEER D,
begin
Dy := | {initially F};
Feqgo
end.

5 value-fvE% R 2 EH X Initially ™!

Effect™ (M)
A1 DFA M
H7 R D,
begin

D, = U {A causes F if P,,...,P,},

Fes(A.q)
aeaction(p)
€Q

72l g={P,...,P.} £T 5,

end.

He WMHREEHE RO DFHE Effect !

Initially™', Effect™, Compress 13, M % SiE
AT BB D I EW]RT S,

EE3 EFMCHATIFRZOELM : M %38
ERLTHLND D BELTHAE. 27FL D =
Compress(Initially™ (M), Effect "1 (M)) &t 5.

HRA Es& A — bt v OMEIREE ¢ 13, R
FCf D DMK o0 WCHELV, FAR6LY, F—
P OEBMBIE, FHE Effect™! X hiEHN
DHURFCE D, OEBEEICSE LY., HA0EH 4L
., St Compress 2 & Y HEREE D, H5T0ER
effect-frfBT MR L C O BBMBIIELLLZ ., ko
TM E2MERLTEOCIhS D IIELTHL. O

TH3LD, DFA M %58 L TR LN RS
D SEETHLDT, DML DDEF LY LD,

EE 4 Compress (C& DBBABORTME | T4t
& Compress 2 & ) IR EMBLLTH, BB
BIBIIZEIE L v,

EERA FHEX Compress i3, 3FEHOTE 2 effect-
FEEII B, ThERL —rOY -4k, QfF
Ab, dvDFEBEIHIELTWS, SZTHlM—F
09 —HEIDWTORITR TS,

P =P O P —HERTIRRD & S 7 effect- &% HIE:
T5



Compress(D1, Dy)
A 1 Dy = Initially ™' (M),
D, = Effect™'(M, D)

Wy RS D
begin

D := D; U Dy;

while (effect-fy#A% D & ) HIEX® #E) do

E,Ey,E;,E., Ey D OEELTS;

E= Acauses Fif Pi,...,P,; (n>1)
if F€ {A,...,P.} then

D:=D-{E}
E; = B causes Gif Q;,...,Q; (120)
E; = B causes Gif Ri,...,Rm; (m21);

if {Q1,...,Q} C{R:,...,Rn} then
D:=D—-{E:};
E, = C causes H if S;,...,Sk;
Ey= C causes H if T1,...,Tx; (k>0)
if =S; = Tj and {S1,...,Si=1,Si4+1,...,5n}
={T,...,T5-1,Tj+1,..-,Tm} then
D:=(D-{E;, Es}) U
{C causes H
if S1,...,8i-1,Sit1,-- -, S s
end.

T effect-f5E MHLT 2 FHKE Compress

A causes Fif A,...,P, (n2>1), 9)
3i(P=F) (1<i<n).
DD LB HIRLTOEBRENEL Lz
ERFF DI, TRTOREOEES E ¥E25. T
¥, REWAT 20088 5,5, KH5HT5
{P,...,.P.} C o
{P1,...,Pa} L o2 for any o2 € 2.
L WEINBEEORBIBNTT 73 v A % H
FLTH, RO BEBEIEELRIZESE., Lo
T Y, ODAEMRIILEE, RO EHRLTLE
BEXICELIERY, 2D, WS ERIEFOKE
LT, R(9) R
F € ®(A,01) foranyo; €51
THAHIEERRTND, LIAHATF =P DT
Feo, TH5B. £oT I, DAETHRIILAEE,
3R(9) T HIE LT H BRI X ) ERMEICE L
>3/ IV N u
EHE3ILY, ROEHIEIND
THEs5 RENPECETIATRFMREOENMY

for any o, € Iy,

DFA M(F)i&, 77vavFl
Ay G ARESETS.
k3

D |= (F after Aj;...;4m) (m2>0)

7:7: L D = Compress(Initially (1), Effect™
(M)) £ 5%.
4.4 E B Gl
®4nA—F< b Y EEE A KD AREDBIY
TR UREREUTIORT.
initially alive.
load causes loaded.
shoot causes —alive if loaded.
shoot causes —loaded.
initially loaded.
BHO value-rEY, FIE 20 DL RZ-T VD,
LA LEROMBIREIIE L, FEBIEETHS.
E 8, 0;(1;0) ¥%¥T5DFAM THAH¥. M
B A BERERITYER LIEREUTIC
~T.
initially z.
initially y.
0 causes —y if y.
0 causes -z if z, y.
0 causes z if -z, y.
1 causes -z if z.
1 causes -y if y.
1 causes y if z,-y.
S OFEREBICBVT, M OFEEREO;(1;0)MTx
BTA72varyi S, REWicT 2200773
VHIS, £ S, D, §S=81NSEEEHwE,
z after 5.

-y after S;.

5. # =

5.1 E¥ A & DFA Otk

E¥1L JI—Ibh FEERTI7I a5
EE A IAERERED &T5. DA, X)) D
% value- R EYIRETH L&

D = (F after As;...;Am) (m2>0)
FTravilAy .. An i, V=T F R2EHR
FTBEVS,

EFE2 AP ESGORREEFE A - <h

W A" 12 A O Kleene-HA% &Y
TR ok URBEXHOR, FE A TH after DRI D5
LOTIN—Z VP EREBTERNLOTH .



0,1

28 0;(1;0)* #%E¥%5DFA M

VOREEMETDE, MOZETEHELM) %, T
RTDA—=+I b M e M ODEZEEFEL(M) OH
BELEHRTD

My = |J L.

MeM

EBRTFHE L HERTFHREDELY, TLTLOE
BIHKRD 2 ODEEIEKY IO,

EHE6e HREAXLR D LENEEBRLTEORS
DFA D#E M ¥ E2 5., JV—T b F %£5
TAHET7 T avNOBREE, FREEREE TS —
P ORE M(F) OFEETICE LV,

EET7 DFAM LEh2EHRLTHELhZERE
WD kXD F ¥EHERELY DA -2V
M(F) DZEEER, 7V—IV L F 2E8+27
7 a VHIOHBREITEL.

CD2OoDEHRELY, BFE A LABI -
DVEMTH D LIRS, FloERA - T
FEENHEFL, FHERATESNBEEIE—ET
2D (HF9). MhD A »S B ~NAPITIE, A D
FATORBMEIONEE, FNEEMEL B O
SATORBERETELILEET. XoT, D
TINVN—L Y 2 ERTELT7 7 a3 rOF ¥ IFRIERT
KT LI TH .

10 REHIOF— bt YNOBBER

52 T332y

E#3 W action™(D) k, BB D WKEFE
NEFTRTOT 7 avDRrLbEALTS.
L C action”(D) W LT, w e L 'L OAF
Thrblil, w LRRLEEDT 7V aviluw €L
R LT, o o OBSFELRLZVI LRV,

T4 FICBTBRTSCCJTOK: F ¥ 53T
277 va oMk, FCBTE770=07
DL,

P& 10 Yale Shooting IIZDWVT, 7N —1¥
b malive ¥RZEED (HEELRETD) b0
F =7 %%77% 5. £ Yale Shooting HURE A —
bbb cEBL (H4), ZEEHR L(M(~alive))
ERDD

L(M(=alive)) =
(shoot + wait)"; load; (load + wait)"; shoot;
(shoot + wait + load; (load + wait)"; shoot)”
+ (shoot+ wait)*; load; (load + wait)™; shoot;
(shoot + wait + load; (load + wait)"; shoot)™;
load; (load + wait)*.
COERLY, —alive KT BT TV T DI
load;shoot £ KT 5,

53 % £ %

XHR 1) TiE, B3 A QX AHEEED X RRES
07 7 ANERTLFRSE 7 PREFEATVD. L
ML, TOEBRFHRE « iE, RETIIHHIRLT
7%, TOZLIIRORFN L VFED»DH B T EHTT
&%

F after A.

A causes F if F.
D&% 2 DOOGEN S H5ER D 7Y, initially F
TIRETHIERBELNTHL. LrL, ZOKED
T 2 & BEBFER—holds(F, s0).—13, ILIERET O
TIh a(D) LY EFBEINRV,

A=t U OEBFHREL, TOELELYE
EPORETHD. Lo, FHE D BEHR LA —
Fwbh >y (E10) OFPHRBIR F HEEhs.

5.4 MGIL 72458

FHEGLR T HRRE T 07 7 A~NTIRT DRI D



11 HEBLGBOLERERO—H

FHE 7 1k, EULAGEYSOHBLERTER
WV, ZZCHELULARBEE, WRAGOADRLD
effect-MAZ VI

shoot causes —alive if loaded.

shoot causes —alive if very nervous.
FOUL -FEIERERO L P ITHFET AL, nI2&
DEBERIIRETR (A,

F =+ b rANOERTFHE T, HRIEAD LD

CEB L EEEE L TH Rz b v
(H11).

6. b H(C

AL TIE, BE AL ARREREFRA—
v %, FhERBAICERTIFERSTREL,
FOELUMEERRLL. B 2L, B A LHER
-t b UM THL EERL.

zhickh, 75 v /EEF - DR

SEEROLMEL LTEES. EROFETIHE
RUuDolfHRY, - IERTEZI LI
WRETEB X ) Chol, TS5V VI ORTHS
T2 avEliE, ERIEREACCHRICEDRTE .

OB KH L EMIE, SFE LA —-Fwb Y
DEFNVERVLER ADIRICHS, TTICRE
SNTVRERE ARIRLIIFRADT 73V E
BEOEFVR L, ot -t <t v EOMICED X
9 RBEERN D B OHIFRT BT LHSHOFETHD.
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