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Folk Ontology Proposal: Conceptual Framework and Development Tool
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Abstract A major obstacle for ontology construction is that it requires high levels of both domain
expertise and ontology skills to maintain internal consistency. In this paper, we propose a
conceptual framework for a folk ontology which people can construct with only the appropriate

domain knowledge. In order to realize this collaborative ontology construction, we have
developed the Folk Ontology Workspace (FOWS), which is an ontology editor for distributed

environments implemented in Java.
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