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A system for summarization of an explanatory tex t

Soutarou KITA

Department of mathematical engineering and instrumentation physics,
Faculty of engineering, Tokyo University

7-3~1 Hongo Bunkyo-ku Tokyo

This paper points out that there are two aspects of a text: ‘explanatority’ and
‘episodicity’. The text with strong explanatority is intended to affect mainly the reader’s
memory about concepts. The text with strong episodicity is intended to affect mainly his
episodic memory. An algorithm to summarize an explanatory text is presented. The algorithm
is based on the fact that an explanatory text must specify the relations of the sentences
explicitly because, unlike a episodic text, it cannot make use of the so called “script’ to
specify the relations, and that in an explanatory text anaphoric expressions and Japanese
particle ‘WA's which indicate ‘topic’ or ‘theme’ appear very frequently. The system with this
algorithm and results of the experiments with the system are introduced.
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