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Feature Schematization of Aspect Information
and its Application to Japanese Analysis

Osamu FURUSE, Kaoru NAKAZONO, Hirosato NOMURA

NTT Basic Research Laboratories
3-9-11 Midori-Cho, Musashino-shi, Tokyo 180, Japan

Aspect is the information specified by time properties and their interactions of verbs, auxiliary verbs,
. aspectuaiizers, and adverbs. We schematize a time property by features, and analyze the aspect of a
sentence by feature operations, which prescribe the interactions between features. Aspect is
characterized by a schematized time property of a sentence, and an aspect category is determined by
which phase of an event one’s attention focuses on. In this way, the derivation of an aspect category, the
description of the time relation, and a detailed time information by adverbs can be explained within the

consistent framework of feature operations and feature schemata.
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