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In this paper we discuss the global structure of Japanese articles. especially
the global organization of Japanese dissertations. A text contains two kind of
structual information: information about the subjects of the text. and informa-
tion about the relations between each part of the text. We focus our attention
to the latter. which appears as the rhetorical expressions in the text. and
consider the text structure in the 1ight of flow of thinking.
First. we discuss how to express the rhetorical structure of text and define
the expression. Next. ve devise a method of determining the rhetorical strue-
ture by analysing the configuration of the rhetorical expressions in texts.
Finally, we evaluate the method by applying it to 2 Japanese articles. and show
that., though the unique determination of the structure is beyond the scope. it
can efficiently restrict the allovable rhetorical structures without the know-
ledge about the subject of the text.
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