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Name Retrieval from Readings of Kanj:

Katsumi Takahashi  Shigehito Iwase

NTT Network Information Systems Laboratories

Japanese names are represented by kanji and its readings and some kanji names have several
reading variations. This paper proposes a name retrieval method from readings of kanji. It
is suitable for finding a person’s name from a database where keywords may have variations
or errors in readings. Rules for variation of the readings are reviewed through a report of the
Japenese person’s name database. As a result of the research three rules are proposed for the
family name equivalence. In addition to the equivalence, the family name similarity are also

surveyed.
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