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Abstract One ubiquitous problem in machine translation of spoken Japanese news into English is the
translation of long news sentences. In general, they cause multiple analyses increasing the complexity of
the translation process, and eventually lead to the wrong results or frequent failures. About 80% of the news
sentences are composed of more than 30 words.

We propose an efficient method of analysis to break a long news sentence into short ones. The method
consists of the following two distinct measures; First one concentrates on the recognition of break points
(BP) via local patterns describing conjunctive structures. The second one supplements the proper subjects
for those sentences generated without subjects.

An experiment was conducted to test efficiency of the method using 400 Japanese ncws sentences. We
obtained 88.9% of proper BP recognition, and 76% of proper subject supplement.
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