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This paper describes two models for determining utterer’s belief : one
is for irony, and the other is for a refutation of irony. These models
are based on the assumption that an utterer’s belief can be estimated
from his utterance and from the listener’s belief. In these models, the
"ironic markers”, such as prosody, intonation, and other non-verbal
characteristics of irony, are expressed symbolically. These models can
simulate and thus clarify three situations : a compliment is often
mistaken as an irony, a negative self-evaluation is not necessary to
understand an irony, and irony deflects refutations, so it is a more
severe verbal attack on the listener than a simple criticism.
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