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Synonym-based Sense Discrimination in Lexical Acquisition of Verbs

Kiyotaka UCHIMOTO! Takehito UTSURO! Makoto NAGAO!
tDept. of Electrical Engineering, Kyoto University
!Graduate School of Information Science, Nara Institute of Science and Technology

This paper proposes a synonym-based method for discriminating multiple senses of verbs in acquiring lexical
knowledge of verbs from corpus. In the method, first, examples of a target verb are divided into clusters of similar
examples. Then, for each cluster, an example containing a synonym of the target verb and similar case element
nouns is selected and the sense ambiguity of the target verb is resolved to be closest to the sense of the synonymous
verb. Sense distinction of verbs is based-on an existing hand-compiled thesaurus of verbs. In experiments, we

preferred precision to recall and achieved high precision.
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