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A Computer Assisting System for the Interpretation
of Time Expressions in Japanese

Tetsu Kito and Hidetoshi Yokoo

Dept. of Computer Science, Gunma University
Kiryu, Gunma 376 JAPAN

One of the biggest problems for learners of Japanese is the use of tense in expressing time.
This paper proposes a system which supports learners by giving a schematic representation
of points in time that an input statement relates to. In the Japanese language, there is
no one-to-one correspondence between tense and time. Tenses do have different uses
depending on verb, aspect, and even the relation between main and subordinate clauses.
Our main focus is on the interpretation of complex sentences which include a subordinate
* or relative clause. Our model utilizes classifications of verbs, subordinate clauses, and
their semantic features.
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- A +mmmmme >

--->: progressive/continuous

(14) WPIEWLOT, LHIChror.

\(setq showtree t)
INPUT BUN* OR \(LISP COMMAND)
nimotugatodoitanodesigotonikakattax

i
? END
P VT \
Pllm ------- MIIJD } Pl|to ------ M(llD
VP [ VP |
| I | |
bIIP —————— VP } ll IIJP ------ VP {
NB---P VB | | NB~--P VB |
| | 1| | | | ]
LD TR A N T A R
NIMOTU GA TODOI TA NODE SIGOTO NI KAKAT TA *
v
B e et >
v
F2a S e >

v: end of action/event

(21) FWEELAFZELICEPo TEL.

\(setq showtree nil)
INPUT BUN* OR \(LISP COMMAND)
kimonowokitahitogakotiranimukattekitax

%% —eguem b >
L Hmmmmn >

v: end of action/event
o: state

X 8: EERHI.

BEHHF RS 2 ol LB T 2 I RIET 5
P DUENLETHS.
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