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Metaphor and Viewpoint
Masao UTIYAMA  Shuichi ITAHASHI

Institute of Information Sciences and Electronics, University of Tsukuba.

Abstract ]

A computational model, based on the interaction theory, for.understanding metaphors is proposed. We
propose that the metaphoricity of‘a‘ metaphor can be represented in terms of the relative degrees of vagueness
of matching attributes of the topic and the minimal context which the topic and the vehicle constitute.

The vagueness of an attribute is represented by entropy. The difference hetween the entropy of the topic and
that of the minimal context of a metaphor could be a measure of metaphoricity. The difference of the entropy
of a literal expression is larger than that of a wetaphor. Also, the difference of the entropy of Va hilighted

attribute is larger than that of others.
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