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Abstract
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Verb Information during Sentence Processing

and Parsing in Japanese

Hirokazu YOKOKAWA
Craduate School of Language Culture, Osaka University

This paper describes three experiments which examine how verb infor-
mation affects sentence processing in Japanese. In Experiment 1,
sentences containig either obligatory arguments or optibnél arguments
or both were presented visually on minimum phrase basis (NP+P). The
results showed that it took longer time to process optional adverbial
phrases and that sentences lacking in obligatory arguments were more
difficult to process. The results of Experiment 2 showed that it was
the number of possibility of argument structure, not the mumber of
argument that affects sentence processing. Experiment 3 examined when
the final decision of syntactic structrure was made. The results showed
that it was only at the end of the sentence that the final syntactic
structure was decided.
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