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Example-based Japanese-English Translation
for Japanese Noun Phrase “X ’no’ Y”

Kaori Isagai, Yuji Sagawa, Noboru Ohnishi
School of Engineering, Nagoya University

Furo-cho,Chikusa-ku,Nagoya,460-01,Japan

The noun phrase patterns “X’no’Y”, which consists of two noun phrases X and Y
connected with particle “no”, are frequently used in Japanese. Semantic structures of the
noun phrases are difficult to analyze by a computer. When we try to translate J apanese
into English, relations between the phrase and the corresponding English expressions are
not simple. So it is difficult to formulate translation rules. The most important thing
in translating with examples is to decide an apropriate example for transfer when there
aren’t the same examples. As usual, we select the examples, calculating‘ the distance
between the nouns. We propose a way to decide the examples according to the relations

between the noun phrases and subject or predicate and so on.
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