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A Method of Discourse Structure Understanding for Causality
Relation in Japanese Task-Free Dialogue
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Abstract: We discuss here how a discourse structure representing a causality relation among two or
more sentences is described in Japanese task-free dialogue. The structure, we think, shows “the stream of
consideration” of a speaker. We argue that the speaker recognizes the structure and have a conversation
cooperatively even in the case of task-free dialogue. Then, we discuss the causality relation with a corpus
of Japanese task-free dialogue and show how to find out discourse structures for the relation from the

corpus systematically.
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