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In this paper, we propose a method which automatically finds salient features in a metaphorical expression
which consists of two noun concepts. First, we prepared a bundle of features based on the result of human
association experiments on attributes of concepts, and, using the bundle, we implemented SD(Semantic
Differential) Method experiments. Then we extracted common salient features by using a neural network
mechanism and the result of the SD Method experiments for the parameters of the mechanism. Since this
mechanism has numerical information on the concerning attributes, we can apply this method to analyzing
a metaphorical expression, “T is V”, on which various combinations of topic and vehicle concepts were
given. We show examples calculated by the COFFS system and verify its effectiveness.
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