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The meaning and usage of Japanese bakari and Chinese jing
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Abstract

There is a great variety of focus expressions in Chinese that express the meaning of
"1imit, ” which poses major problems for second-language learning and machine translation.
This study seeks to lay the groundwork for a solution by analyzing the correspondences
between the Japanese focus particle bakari, and the Chinese adverb of extent jing,
relating their grammatical meanings with the sentence patterns in which they are used.
The principal findings are: (1) Both jing and bakari have the same basic meaning, but
while the former includes "negative evaluation” as part of its lexical meaning, the
latter is neutral; (2) bakari has a usage which expresses the continual deepening or
intensification of a situation, which is not found with jing.
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