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Key-sentences Extraction
based on paragraph-shift method
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Information and Communication R & D Center, RICOH COMPANY, LTD.
3-2-3, Shin-Yokohama, Kohoku-ku, Yokohama, 222

ABSTRACT This paper describes a method to extract key-sentences from texts based on preference-
ranking sentences within preference-ranked paragraph. Two types, a referring type and a referred-to type,
of degree of relevance between two elements, determined by counting component words common to the
two groupes of keyword-candidates, are used for ranking the elements, such as paragraphs or sentences.
The key-sentence level assigned to a sentence is calculated by shifting the rank-value of the sentence within
the paragraph by the rank-value of the paragraph including the sentence. The result of the highest level
key-sentence extractions from 42 newspaper articles shows 64%-recall and 71%-precision compared to
sentences selected by human readers.
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