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Methods for automated text summarization have gained increasing importance with
the rapid growth of machine-readable texts. To develop such a method, it is useful
to know the structure of a text, since the structure shows the relative importance of
the consitiutent sentences in the text. ’

In this paper, we first report some psychological experiments to analyze the structure
of texts using a simplified version of RST (Rhetorical Structure Theory). The result
reveals that human subjects put extra importance on the relationship between two
adjacent sentences in the texts.

We then apply decision tree learning to automatically learn those adjacent pairs

in which human subjects find a direct relationship. As a result, we obtained
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approximately 70% accuracy by the learned decision tree.
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