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Automatic Generation of Readable Rules for Named Entity Recognition
Hideki Isozaki
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Abstract Named entity recognition is a task that extracts names of locations, persons, etc. from
documents. It is a key technology for information extraction and question answering. Named entity
recognition technology for English is already established. Japanese sentences, however, are not divided
into words, and proper names are not capitalized. Hence, it is difficult to extract named entities with
sufficient accuracy. Conventional systems use hand-crafted rules or statistical methods such as HMM.
Here, we propose an alternative method that generates readable rules from a training corpus. Our
experiments show that our system outperforms the first ranked system in IREX.
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if ($W[1] eq *AFR’) { return 0; }
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return 1; }
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