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An Interactive Method for Supporting WWW Retrieval
Based on Adjustable Ranking of Documents

Atsufumi Kinoshita Kokoro Nakagawa Yoshiaki Takata and Hiroyuki Seki

Graduate School of Information Science
Nara Institute of Science and Technology

We propose a method for supporting WWW document retrieval which allows a user to adjust a ranking of
documents. Many keyword-based search services are available and these services provide a user with a ranked
list of documents, arranged in a descending order of relevancy to input keywords. Various scoring methods to
rank documents have been proposed; however, a highly-ranked document is not always a desirable one for the
user. This difference puts stress on the user because not only isit difficult to find desirable documents, but also no
means to adjust the ranking is provided. To overcome the problem, we propose three methods for allowing a user
to directly adjust ranking of documents. A retrieval system based on the proposed method has been implemented
and experimental results on 6 human subjects are presented.
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