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Abstract As the first step of constructing a dictionary of word concepts, the “Commonsense Concept Database,”
which will be a base for language processing technologies regarding meaning, we selected basic words which are
supposed to be commonly used by Japanese adults. We selected the basic words from a Japanese dictionary in
which the number of word entries is about 95,000. In a previous study, the size of the basic words which a Japanese
child of twelve years knew was estimated to be 25,000. From the another recent psychological study estimating
the number of the vocabulary in Japanese speakers, we were able to estimate that 25,000 of the Japanese basic
words were known by 94% of Japanese adults. Therefore, we selected the number of basic words for Commonsense
Concept Database to be 25,000. As a measure of selecting the basic word, we used word familiarity ratings. We
did farther psychological experiments of rating familiarity of words in the Japanese dictionary which had not been
listed in the word familiarity database previously published. Finally, we selected all words with a familiarity rating
above five (between seven point scale) which gave us around 27,000 words out of the 95,000 entries of the dictionary.
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