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abstract

We implemented a recognition system to identify the boundary between attribute names and
values of a table in HTML in order to obtain its structure. Table in HTML is aimed at displaying
information clearly and understandably. However, users can’t see the attributes of the table by
using PDA, because of its small and low resolution display when they browse the Web pages. Its
low readability is caused by the phenomena such that only a small portion of table is shown on the
screen at once, and original one line is usually broken up into many lines on display screens. We
propose an algorithm to recognize the structure of tables in HTML for the purpose of transforming
them into forms of high readability even on a small screen of mobile terminal. Our method utilizes
a similarity between rows(or columns)of the table. Precisely speaking, if we find an adjacent pair
of rows(or columns) having low similarity, they probably are boundaries between item name row(or
column)and item data rows(or columns). We achieved approximately 80% accuracy of recognition
by applying our algorithm to existing tables on the Web.
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