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Automatic construction of a Japanese onomatopoeia dictionary
using text data on the WWW

Atsushi OKUMURAT  Suguru SAITO! ~ Manabu OKUMURA?

Abstract: Onomatopoeias which express sensibility include many new words and coined
words, and the existing dictionaries are insufficient of their vocabularies. Furthermore, ono-
matopoeias seldom appear in the existing corpus for natural language processing. In this
work, we generate candidate words of onomatopoeias automatically and search the text on
the Web with a search engine using the candidates as a query. Therefore we can acquire a
corpus containing examples of the candidates. Then, we process the corpus and judge whether
each candidate is onomatopoeia or not. If a candidate is judged to be an onomatopoeia, we
give its sense and usage from results of syntactic analysis, and construct a concept dictionary

of onomatopoeias.
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